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Dear Parents/Carers  

I am writing to inform you that your child will be taking the Year 1 Phonics screening check with Mrs 

Flower during the week beginning 10th June 2019. 

The national phonics screening check was introduced in 2012 to all Year 1 pupils.  It is a short, statutory 

assessment to ensure that children are making sufficient progress in the phonics skills to read words and are on 

track to become fluent readers who can enjoy reading for pleasure and for learning. The check consists of a list 

of 40 words, half real words and half non-words, the non-words will be shown to your child with a picture of a 

monster.  This not only makes the check a bit more fun, but provides the children with a context for the 

nonsense word which is independent from any existing vocabulary they may have. The assessment will be age-

appropriate, with children sitting with Mrs Flower and reading one-to-one. For most children the assessment 

will take no more than 10 minutes. 

The check is not about passing or failing but checking appropriate progress is being made. If children do not 

reach the required standard, then we will be in touch to discuss plans and offer additional, tailored support to 

ensure that your child improves their reading skills. Children progress at different speeds so not reaching the 

threshold score does not necessarily mean there is a serious problem. Your child will re-sit the check the 

following summer term.  In our school we already identify individual children who need extra support and 

provide early intervention support, however we must comply with the statutory requirement.  All children who 

do not reach the required level have additional support to ensure that they are given every opportunity to 

develop their phonic skills and hence their ability to read. 

You will be informed if your child has met the expected level in their end of year report. If your child does not 

reach the required level we will tell you what provision we are going to be making at the beginning of Year 2 to 

help this be addressed and also how you can support us in developing this key skill.  Your child will then be re-

assessed at the end of Year 2. 

As parents you will continue to be kept well informed throughout the year of your child’s progress in all aspects 

of reading including phonic development during parent consultations. 

If you have any questions or concerns about the phonics screening please do not hesitate to contact the school. 

 Yours sincerely 

 
Denise Woodgate 

Headteacher 


