
Bolham Primary School Geography Progression Map – Key Stage One  

EYFS:   Children know about similarities and differences between themselves and others, and among families, communities and traditions. 

             Children know about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials and living things. 

           They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments might vary from one another. 

 
 
Location knowledge  
 Children begin to explore 
Eastern Europe and South 
America using maps to find 
these locations. Children use 
their knowledge of longitude, 
latitude, coordinates and 
indexes to locate places. 
Compared to Lower KS2, 
children focus more on finding 
locations outside of the UK. 
 

Building on EYFS knowledge of their own 
environment, children start to learn the 
names of key places in the UK beyond their 
immediate environment. Children also learn 
the names of the world’s oceans and 
continents. 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the 
location of globally significant places. They 
should develop knowledge about the world, 
the United Kingdom and their locality. 

 

Children can:  

a name and locate the world’s seven continents and five oceans; 

b name, locate and identify characteristics of the four countries and capital cities of the United Kingdom 
and its surrounding seas; 

use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: United Kingdom, 
England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland, town, city, village, sea, beach, hill, mountain, London, Belfast, 
Cardiff, Edinburgh, capital city, world map, continent, ocean, Europe, Africa, Asia, Australasia, North 
America, South America, Antarctica. 

Place knowledge  

Children develop their analytical 
skills by comparing areas of the 
UK with areas outside of the UK. 
They will have a deeper 
knowledge of diverse places, 
people, resources, natural, and 
human environments. They can 
make links to places outside of 
the UK and where they live. 
Children are encouraged to 
conduct independent research, 
asking and answering questions. 

 

Children begin to compare places in the UK 
with a place outside of the UK. This builds 
on EYFS knowledge and understanding of 
the world, people and communities. 
Children can apply the skills of observing 
similarities and differences to places as 
well as people. 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Pupils develop contextual knowledge of the 
location of globally significant places. They 
should develop knowledge about the world, 
the United Kingdom and their locality. 
Children begin to understand basic 
vocabulary relating to human and physical 
geography. 

 

Children can:  

a compare the UK with a contrasting country in the world; 

b compare a local city/town in the UK with a contrasting city/town in a different country; 

c use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: South America, London, 
Brasilia, compare, capital city, China, Asia, country, population, weather, similarities, differences, farming, 
culture, Africa, Kenya, Nairobi, river, desert, volcano. 

Human and Physical 
Knowledge Children deepen 

their understanding of the 
difference between physical and 
human geography. They can 

Building on EYFS knowledge of how 
environments may vary. Children begin to 
learn about the physical and human 
features of geography. 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Children will understand key physical and 

Children can:  

a identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the United Kingdom and the location of hot and cold areas 
of the world in relation to the Equator and the North and South Poles;  

b use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, forest, 
hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, season and weather;  



 

 

Key Vocabulary   
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explain the terminology of both 
aspects of geography with a 
range of examples. They spend 
time exploring human 
geography and the impact 
humans have on the world. They 
focus on trade links, resources 
and the distribution of resources 
around the world. Children also 
learn about the different types of 
mountains. 

 

human geographical features of the world. 
They identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns. 

 

use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to key human features, including: city, town, village, factory, 
farm, house, office, port, harbour and shop 

Geographical skills and 
fieldwork 
Children build on their map skills 
by communicating locations 
through grid references and 
coordinates. They also explain 
what makes a good map symbol 
and why. Children focus on 
observing and recording the 
changes of human features over 
time, for example trade patterns. 

 

Building on EYFS knowledge of their own 
environment, children begin to use maps to 
locate places and name features using keys 
and symbols. Children also begin to look at 
how the environment has changed over 
time. 
KS1 Geography National Curriculum 
Children can interpret geographical 
information from a range of sources. They 
can communicate geographical information 
in a variety of ways. 

 

Children can:  

a use world maps, atlases and globes to identify the countries, continents and oceans studied at this key 
stage;  

b use simple compass directions and locational and directional to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map; 

c devise a simple map; and use and construct basic symbols in a key;  

d use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography of the surrounding area, including 
key human and physical features, using a range of methods;  

use key vocabulary to demonstrate knowledge and understanding in this strand: compass, 4-point, 
direction, North, East, South, West, plan, record, observe, aerial view, key, map, symbols, direction, 
position, route, journey, the UK, changes, tally chart, pictogram, world map, country, continent, human, 
physical. 
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