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Dear Parent and Carers

DIARY DATES
Flu Vaccinations – 26th
November

I am delighted to be able to inform you that Bolham Primary School came 22nd in
the national TTRockstars competition which challenged thousands of pupils across End of Autumn Term – 18th
December
the country on their multiplication tables and speed of recall. Congratulations to
Spring
Term
starts – 5th
Jenson Tarr who took the top spot as the Top Performer player in the school and
January
to Edward Slade and Freya Cumes. Many thanks to Mr Botham for all his hard
th
work in arranging this competition and to all the parents who supported their
children in taking part. A full report of pupil achievements can be found later in
the bullet. Our Year 4 pupils will take their national multiplication test in the
Summer Term and we are hoping for some great results based upon their
performance.
In our assemblies this week we have been focusing on personal safety. We

February Half Term – 15

February-19th February
Easter Holidays – 2nd April18th April
Summer Term starts 19th
April
Half Term – 31st May – 4th
June
End of Summer Term –
23rd July

covered Stranger Danger in our whole school assembly on Monday and each class
participated in the NSPCC Speak Out, Stay Safe assembly. Please see attached letter for further details
and information on how you can keep your child safe.
As a school we are increasingly aware of the financial strain the coronavirus pandemic is continuing to place
on some families. Employment situations are changing rapidly and for some families, income now no longer
covers what they need. Help is however available. If you are worrying or know someone who is worrying
about money and how to pay for basic household essentials, then extra assistance through funding can be
made available via the District Council's hardship fund. To find out more about what support is available in
Devon, including how to access local financial support, healthy start vouchers and free school meals, where
to find foodbanks and community larders, free meals during the school holidays and what to do if you’re on
a low income and need to self-isolate, please visit: https://www.devon.gov.uk/coronavirus-advice-indevon/document/support-for-people-and-families/
We are also aware that the pandemic is placing enormous pressure on peoples’ relationships whether they
are in a relationship or separated. Early Help Devon are running a Happy Families, Happy Futures programme
for families where parents/carers are struggling with how to raise their children or experiencing difficulties
in their relationships. If you feel as a family or couple that you would benefit from support, please do not
hesitate to contact the school so that we can make a referral for you.
Finally, we have been asked as school to signpost parents and carers to the latest DFE guidance for
parents regarding schools during the Covid 19 outbreak. For more information please visit:
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-yearsproviders
Denise Woodgate
Head teacher
‘Together we aspire, together we achieve’
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OUT OF HOURS
If you or a member of your household has possible COVID -19 symptoms or test positive for Covid-19,
please contact the school on 01884 253576 during school hours or text a message to 07513 299444
after hours and at the weekend. A member of staff will then contact you for further information as the
school has a Public Health England procedure to follow.
SCHOOL VIDEO ONLINE
We have finally resolved our problems involving the posting of school videos on our website and created
our own unlisted Youtube account. We have now posted our recent Class 3 Harvest assembly and Class 4
Remembrance Assembly for you to share and a separate link and password will be sent to you via our
Text2parents messaging service.
We politely request that you do not share this with anyone outside our school community in order to
safeguard our children.
RSE CONSULTATION
Last week we started our consultation process with parents and carers on the changes to relationships and
sex education (RSE) which are due to come into effect from the Summer Term 2021. You have been emailed
a letter explaining the changes, the curriculum content of our new Jigsaw Scheme of work and your right
as parents. Please can I ask that you take time to read the information and if you wish to respond, send
your comments to admin@tiverton-bolham-primary.devon.sch.uk by 27th November. The governing body will
then consider your views at their meeting in December. We will also post this information on our school
website.
VACCINATIONS REMINDER
Parents are being urged to keep childhood vaccination appointments during national COVID-19
restrictions
In a news article, PHE is reminding parents that the national COVID-19 restrictions should not stop
children from receiving life-saving vaccines. Following the introduction of lockdown on 23 March 2020
and during the following 3 to 4 weeks, there was a decline in the number of children receiving vaccines.
The latest data from PHE shows a continued recovery since April, but uptake is still behind on previous
years – and health experts are concerned these may fall again, leaving thousands of children vulnerable
to serious illness.
Flu vaccinations will be taking place at school next Thursday 26th November for those who have registered.
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SPECIAL MENTIONS
Class 1
Special mention to the whole of class one for their fantastic Diva lamps. They look brilliant
Class 2
Special mention to Zac Armstrong – Excellent independent learning this week including rangoli patterns
and adding 2 digit numbers.
Class 3
Special mention to all of Year 4 for some great multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 1000 this week.
Keep up the good work!
Class 4
Special Mention to Harry Hanks for showing a more positive mindset towards his work.

LEARNING LEAVES
Class 1
Haiden Withers – For having a great week, remembering the names in the Rama and Sita story and using
great maths vocabulary. Well done!
Esther Gale – For her fantastic effort with phonics this week. Well done!
Class 2
Lucas Pancherz – Excellent independent work in literacy this week – really using his phonics.
Arthur Atkins – Excellent literacy work this week.
Class 3
Karolina Luczkowska – For consistently working well in Maths – always making sure she does the
best she can.
Oliver Guest – For the high quality of his Maths and English work this week – especially in his
adventure/rescue story.
Class 4
Charlie Collier - For a good work ethic this week. Keep it up.
Bertie Dent - For much improved handwriting and use of vocabulary in his written work.

CHRISTMAS CARDS
Christmas cards with their order forms have been sent home this week, please can you return them by next
Tuesday 24th November at the latest should you wish to make an order. We will not be able to accept any
late orders.
You can make payment by cash or by cheque made out to ‘Friends of Bolham School’. Many thanks.
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THIS WEEK IN CLASS 1
This week in Class 1 we made Diva lamps for Diwali.

PEACE IS HERE
No more gunfire, no more pain
No more air fights, no more flames
Peace is here and sounds so sweet
As poppies grow red under our feet
We will remember them as the years go by
We will remember them, let their spirits fly

Poem by Holly Atkins – Class 3 written for her Brownie Pack Remembrance
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TTRockstars
MASSIVE congratulations to everyone in Class 3 and Class 4 for taking part in the Maths Week Rock Out
on TTRockstars. We did fantastically and far exceeded how we did last year!
Overall, we finished 22nd in the whole of England, with an average of 4,766 correct answers per pupil in one
week. We were also the top school in Devon and in the top 3 in the South West.

In Class 3, the top 3 performers were:
1st: Jenson – 35, 280
2nd: Matthew – 16,294
3rd: Holly C – 10,512

In Class 4, the top 3 performers were:
1st: Edward – 33, 247
2nd: Freya – 20,003
3rd: Healey – 18,144

Our overall top 3 were:
1st: Jenson – 35,280
2nd: Edward – 33, 247
3rd: Freya – 20,033

Class 4 finished in 343rd in classes overall with an average of 5,683 correct answers.
Class 3 finished in 797th in classes overall with an average of 3,980 correct answers.

Massive congratulations to those children in the top 3!

A huge thank you from me for all of your support at home last week to help us perform incredibly well –
competing with and outperforming some much bigger schools.
Mr Botham
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CHAT – REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR
If you would like to support CHAT (Tackling Homelessness, Avoiding Evictions, Bringing Hope) at this
difficult time – please consider taking on the challenge of a Reverse Advent Calendar – collecting items
beginning with C. Please visit the CHAT website to download your copy.

